The Universal Provider

large sanitary section (including the offer of a substitute
for stained glass), and an electric department. The
great catalogue ended at last with a sporting section, a
lengthy list of music publications, and sixty pages of
manufacturers' advertisements, whose insertion testified

to the large circulation
which the volume ex-
pected to achieve. One
of the most impressive
features of the catalogue
was the description of
the delivery facilities.
Whiteley's carts and
vans delivered three
times every day any-
where in town, daily in
the suburbs (which in-
cluded such distant spots
as Caterham, Ching-
ford, Ghislehurst, Ger-
rards Cross, Harrow, Reigate, and Stoke Poges), thrice
weekly in the northern and eastern outskirts, and twice
weekly in the southern outskirts of London. Whiteley's
was one of the first shops to install a telephone; and
it was estimated that more than seven hundred omni-
buses passed its doors every day, bringing shoppers to
Westbourne Grove from all parts of the Metropolis.

The issue of the great catalogue of 1885 seemed like
a reaffirmation of the Universal Provider's faith in
himself. His barns had been burned, but they were
overflowing with goods for dispensing to the world as
before. Fate, however, was ready to respond to his
challenge. Little more than a year had passed since
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A GARDEN UMBRELLA
From the catalogue of 1885